The pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis. A critical assessment of the role of autologous stimulation in the perpetuation of rheumatoid synovitis.
Current models for rheumatoid arthritis emphasize the role of activated T cells and their products in the pathogenesis of synovitis. The data supporting this view are critically reviewed in this article and inconsistencies are discussed. To resolve these contradictions, the authors propose that rheumatoid synovitis represents a localized autologous mixed lymphocyte reaction.